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Fijian Greetings
Ko nga Mihimihi o Fiji

the Fijian ‘hello’, is probably the best-known
BUla e Fijian word. Whatever their own language,
people who come from Fiji like to say bula to each other when
they meet in other parts of the world. Originally bula meant ‘to
live’ or ‘to be alive’, and it is a way of wishing someone good
health and a long life.

But bula is not the only Fijian word for ‘hello’. In fact,
throughout the western part of Fiji, including western
Vitilevu, the Yasawa and Mamanuca islands, and Vatulele,
the usual word for ‘hello’ is cola (pronounced thola). So if
you are in western Fiji, try saying cola instead of bula, and
the gesture will be appreciated.

There is also a slightly more enthusiastic way of
saying hello: bula vinaka, literally ‘good life’, and the
western equivalent of this is cola vina.

Finally, there is another, more respectful, way of
saying hello, which is by adding n7 before the bula or bula
vinaka. So nt bula or nt bula vinaka is what you might say
if you were formally introduced to a chief, or a person of
high status such as a mayor or member of parliament.

You can reply to any of these greetings by repeating
the same, or you can simply say io, literally meaning ‘yes’ —

and always remember to smile!
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