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Maori Greetings
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° is a Maori way to say “hello”. It
Kla Oraliterally means “be well”, but it is
commonly used by Maori and non-Maori to greet people.
You can also say “kia ora” to signify that you agree with
someone or something.

“Nau mai, haere mai” means “welcome”, “ki” means
“to”, and “Aotearoa” means “the land of the long white
cloud” (“Aotearoa” can be broken up as: ao = cloud, tea =
white and roa = long). Aotearoa is commonly known as the
Maori word for New Zealand.

Other ways to greet people in Maori are: “tena koe” (a
specific greeting to a single person); “tena korua” (two
people); or “tena koutou (three or more people).

A traditional Maori greeting ceremony is called a
“powhiri”. This formal process can involve a “karanga” (a
female welcome call to the visitors), “haka” (challenge to
“waiata”

the visitors), “whaikorero” (formal speeches),

(songs), “hongi” (people come together by shaking hands
with each other and gently pressing their noses and
foreheads together) and “hakari” (sharing of “kai” or food).
Through this process strangers come together to become
close friends and associates, and relationships are
established.

So, kia ora! Nau mai, haere mai ki Aotearoa! Warm

greetings to you! Welcome to New Zealand!
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