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Who are “indigenous peoples”? What ethnic
groups would belong as “indigenous peoples”?

Can a society change its perception and the acceptance
of “indigenous peoples” through time? Have there been
changes in the understanding of the ““original people”, or
the “concept of indigenous peoples” through history?

These are some of the main issues addressed in this
newly published book—The Concept of Indigenous
Peoples in Asia—A Resource Book, edited by Dr.
Christian Erni of Switzerland.

These questions are becoming important, because

in the past two decades there have been rapid progress in
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the protection for the rights of indigenous peoples around
the world. Now there are forums and mechanisms in the
United Nations for indigenous peoples. There are dozens
or more major international conferences, and seminars on
indigenous issues and about indigenous rights each year.

The definition, and application of the concepts of
indigenous peoples are being vigorously deliberated over.
The recognition of indigenous status, and questions of
“who are the indigenous peoples” for most countries
remain a controversial and highly charged issue.

Here in our region, for Taiwan, China, and Japan,
the inclusion of some groups, and the exclusion of other
groups as indigenous peoples, are fraught with political
duplicity and being called to the charges of violating

international rights conventions.

JRBF20094 10 H 572981 83



Recent
Publications Review

FFEHETRETE -

BEENS - AF 2 —AIFEHHN
R A A RS M R B A 5 e L R T IR
s BRI T o HHR AR EF ARG B R
A1 I wT 50Ky & 55 20E A 58 B 19 2Rt
& S0 HCR It — W T Y Bl 25
% °

A E Y H R TR 1 200 64F A 25 5 1 38
BITHWRAERBM SEZHRST (B
IWGIA -~ AIPPH] Tebtebba FLerit[A]EE
W) ZATAERTR o Blgy ALK H REIE
XK WIS S AL EERE O RRREFER
F o~ FEERAEBREA LU e E R
FEJF A RGN S I 5 -

EHBEBZN - BT BOA KRR
B2 R F A EHE R R 59 — AL 5 ¥ B2 1l AR
o HAJF A RIGEAERMEE 3 HIPKEH
e~ HAR > BIEE ~ ZEEd - FsRiERE
W ONRL ~ JEIHE ~ Rify ~ JEERE - O
JE ~ BiEE ~ IHZENIRE - G2 RET
AT R B SR -

EEAE R - IWGIARYTERIHTE -
HIE M LRIAIPPAH T EIRK S ks R 5=
AR E o HHE -t LIS R B
BRI R REFER) SO BGR " H
R E S SR H ARAYET AT - 3%
FIR19664FE - HUNWGIP (FF2) FFmaL
g R — ALk - BEAR AL PR L AE
& GalffERBEME) BERERML2003
- HEAK - MERRZ TR X

CER IR AR Kim IR skfE L FH &
|:[:| °

Ho At E b — 2Bk B AR R

KPR S B RS R L R — A

84 |IFHA2009%E 10 %2901

The book is published jointly by IWGIA and AIPP
(see Note 1), with financial support from the foreign
affairs ministries of Denmark and Norway. The editor
and the main driving force behind the book is Dr.
Christian Erni, a Swiss anthropologist and the IWGIA
co-ordinator for Asia. He is currently living in Thailand,
and has extensive collaboration projects with AIPP over
the years.

Overall, the book is a very useful compendium on the
historic concepts and the changing definition of indigenous
peoples in Asia. As it is in English, it can be used as a
textbook for advanced studies and graduate schools, and as
a reference book for academics in this study field.

This book publication arose from the results of the
Workshop on the Concept of Indigenous Peoples held in
Chiang Mai, Thailand in 2006 (co-organized by IWGIA,
AIPP, and the Tebtebba Foundation). Participants came
from Asian countries, including many prominent IP right
activists, leaders of indigenous organizations, along with
academics and experts with research specialities focused
on indigenous issues.

The author was invited to attend, and Lecturer Ong
Nga-Ping (NCCU, Dept. of Ethnology) was the other
academic delegate from Taiwan. Also in attendance were
IP representatives. and academics from China, Japan,
India, Thailand, Malaysia, Bangladesh, Nepal, Burma,
Philippines, Indonesia, Vietham, Cambodia, and Laos. A
number of commissioned papers were presented at the
‘Workshop meeting.

After the meeting, Dr. Christian Erni of IWGIA and
AIPP sought to compile the results into a book. In the
intervening time, he also had to seek permissions to
include and publish several of the “milestone” papers in

the annals of international IP rights movement. The 1996
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working paper “On the concept of indigenous people” by
Madame Erica-Irene Diaes (Chairperson of UNWGIP,
see Note 2), and Professor Jeff Corntassel’s “Who is
Indigenous” paper in 2003 are thus included in the book.

Other papers and contributions by prominent
scholars and writers in this field make it a useful resource
book —for the understanding of the historical
development and background ideas on the evolving
concept of indigenous peoples in Asia.

Besides the international framework and the standard-
setting bodies, case studies and the commissioned papers
from Asian countries are also compiled. Dr. Christian Erni
and Prof. Rodolfo Stavenhagen (U.N. Special Rapporteur)
also contributed papers in the “Identifying Indigenous
Peoples in Asia” section.

There is also a section for country profiles, with a

chapter on each country of Asia. This section is a rich

JRBF20094 10 H 372981 85



s | Recent
Publications Review

Frpst ) B ARl R E R T
Joat ) A B A 5 S R Y H L iR - B

JEE SR I R ~ PEIK ~ R~ JEAREE
FLRER LR E AT -

BRI ERAE R S ES TN
S R E SRR - HE5#
Ay Aok - 7 "F L, T4
oo~ TR, TIUE (FEt[E
B o~ TP BI1990E AR Ky
PIEER ) o SCEAREE S VAR EE AT
BHERRAE " IR ERER o KON EFEER
B S E FiE B - 5 AR
M SRR E e B T EE
B TEERE M EEE Ry
Bk B H R S fie s W -

AFEHEAT —AE - AFRR SR
IR ST R B ATE B RR
i 7K G REAE BRI HE AR 28 — il 817
EIE - @

51 IWGIAR TRIERSHEFETENEL /Y
HRED - SXHIBIRENERASIIES - AIPP TR
[RIERTRIER ) AVHEES » SZHIBIRERERRS
/J\./ﬁL °©

5o - UNWGIPEH’JESIJ?EE)\DIVE‘; HHY

86 |H20094¢ 10 F 572941

information source and good teaching material for
academics and students to understand the situation of
indigenous peoples and historic background in the other
Asia nations.

The author had many years of field work and
studies on the ethnic minorities of China and Taiwan,
therefore was asked to compile the material, and write up
the chapters on China and Taiwan.

For the China chapter, the main axis is put on the
historic Chinese people’s concept of “Middle Kingdom”
in the heartland of Yellow River Basin in Northern China,
the Chinese Hua-Sia race expanding their frontier and
influence over the perceived ‘“foreign tribes” of “Dong
Yi, Si Di, Nan Man, Bei Rong” (BEE ~ P8Ik ~ it ~
A670).

For the Taiwan chapter, the focus is on the historic
development of outside powers imposing on the native
Formosan aborigines —with the changing conceptual
terms of “Fan”, “Seng Fan”, “Sou Fan”, “Shan Bao”
(mountain compatriots), “Ping Pu” (Pe' Po'), and since
1990s, “Yuan-zhu-min”. The important issues of Ping Pu
plains aborigines still excluded as “indigenous peoples”,
and denied of their indigenous status are also raised in the
discussion. For the international readers, it gives an
overview on our society’s changing views and the
historic development of the concepts of “aborigines”, and
“indigenous peoples” here in Taiwan.

As with any book, there are typos, omissions, and
misprints found both in the text and in the figures. The
editor has promised to fix them up for the upcoming
second edition printing 4

Note 1: IWGIA (International Working Group on Indigenous
Affairs, based in Denmark) and AIPP (Asia Indigenous
Peoples Pact, based in Chiang Mai, Thailand).

Note 2: UNWGIP refers to United Nations Working Group on
Indigenous Populations.



