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The total number of Maori language entries listed in
Tauranga is 7899 (April 2024). The first edit of Maori
language was 14 March 2004. However, it is not able to
identify the user. There are few editing issues need to be
addressed.

Editing Issues

The first issue is the length and depth of the
entries are inconsistence. It is probably caused by the
editors creating a number of topics, but not
reviewing the quality of the topics. For example,
politicians like Jacinda Arden only have two
sentences, but John Key has a full-paragraph
depiction. Kowheori-19 (Covid-19) used pictures to
illustrate their content, while some places, such as
China, Europe (Uropi), Hawaii, and Hawaiki, were
described in detail.

Secondly, duplicate entries and inconsistent naming
conventions complicate entries, requiring greater accuracy
and clarity. In some cases, the same subject appears with
different names because of the capitalization of the first
letter, the italics, or the macron. And some show native
Maori, English, French, Spanish and Latin words.

Thirdly, the Maori-language Wikipedia only covered
a few cultural topics. Cultural aspects such as the Maori
Renaissance and significant political movements, Hikoi,
are underrepresented, highlighting a need for
comprehensive coverage of Maori culture and history in
Wikipedia. Some were crucial milestones in Maori rights
but were not mentioned enough. For example, Kohanga
Reo consists of three small paragraphs, and Maori
language legislation should also be highlighted more.
While everyone’s political preferences
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significant Maori figures, such as Ranginui
Walker, are only described in two TRRGRTER

Table 1: Types of Duplicate Entries.
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Content of Maori-language Wikipedia.
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Maori-language Wikipedia:

I. Place: It provided detailed information on Aotearoa

(75%), followed by the Europe, Africa, North America
and Asia. There aren’t many mentions of UK locations
except for Scotland and London. Additionally, Aotearoa
places are often described as follows: “Ko place he
nohanga o te direction. E ai ki resources, he nohanga he
wahi e nohoia ana e te tangata, engari kaore ano kia tae
te taupori ki te nui e taea ai te ki he taone tonu taua wahi
ra.” (Translation: place is a settlement in the direction
area. According to resources, a settlement is a place
where people live, but the population has not yet
reached a size that can be called a city.)
Some add two more sentences “Ko direction tétahi o
nga takiwa o Aotearoa; koia tonu te rohe o iwi name me
€ra atu iwi rongonui o reira.” (Translation: Direction of
the regions of New Zealand; this is the territory of iwi
and other famous tribes there.) Apparently, the model
was created by the institution or group that engages in
written Wikipedia and whose members write for it.

II. Number: It indicates month, year, and date. The year
begins with 896, 897, 898, 899. After that, it begins in
900 and ends in 2032. The year is illustrated as*Ko te
Year he tau o te Maramataka a Kerekori”. As for the
month and date, it does not seem to be chronically
present, but rather random without rule.

@ EFFENEEBRMaori-language Wikipedia
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Table 2: Content Classification of the Maori-language Wikipedia.
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Pakeha % 22 languages

Panui Takata Takatapitake View history Papataputapu v

tuhipanui Korerohia
Ko nga Pakeha nga tangata | tae mai ki Aotearoa no Oropl
Hoto ki waho [ takata | takata patake |

‘ Wahanga: Uropi | Aotearoa

Illus. 4: Short Depiction on the Maori-language Wikipedia.
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Torangapt Maori % 18 languages v

twhipanui  Korerohia

Panui Takata Takatapotake View history Papataputapu v

(Redirected from Maori Party)
Ko Te Torangapd Maori (The Maori Party) he ropa torangapa na Tariana Turia ratou ko Pita Sharples ma i whakatdria no te 2004, no te wa i

whakamanatia ai te Ture Takutai Moana 2004. | taua wa ano, ka puta a Tariana Turia i te Ropa Reipa.

Hoto ki waho [takata | takata potake
« Ko te paetukutuku o Te Torangapa Maori*
@65 in ipanui. Tirohia nga 2pai mo Mau pea o tapiri kia taroa
ake

lllus. 5: The Maori Party on the Maori-language Wikipedia.
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about cultures around the world, such as Israeli martial
arts, Mesopotamian writing, and the Babylonian
empire. It also introduces some TV dramas, cartoons,
and movies. As for animals, most are native birds from
Aotearoa.

Editor

The usernames “Robin Patterson™ and ‘“Kahuroa™
stand out for their significant contributions. Robin
Patterson was an early editor who expressed to increase
the presence of Maori on Wikipedia despite his non-Maori
heritage. He edited from 2004 to 2008 and indicated a
desire for more individuals to involved in the editing team.
Kahuroa was a member of Wikimedia Commons and
worked from 2006 to 2008, focusing on Maori culture, the
Polynesian and Pacific entries. Kahuroa produced 14772
Maori language edits. Also, a “bot”, short for software
robot, manages editing tasks. It is an automated tool that
maintains and edits Wikipedia at a rapid pace.

The Approach of Maori-language Wikipedia:
Sustaining Online Language and Volunteer Support
Editors of the Maori-language Wikipedia have
intentionally populated it with numerous entries to foster the
preservation of the language online, often prioritizing
quantity over content quality. This approach has resulted in

O4|JFHR202446 A 581171

Ture Reo Maori 1987

tuhipanui  Korerohia

XA 3languages v

Panui Takata Takatapatake View history Papataputapy v

(Redirected from Maori Language Act 1987)

Whakataranga
Whakaaetanga
Whakamanatanga
Ture o pé ana

‘Ture hangai

Ture Reo Maori 1987
Paremata o Aotearoa.

Ma ténei ture e whakata i te reo Maori hei reo
mana-a-ture md te motu nei o Aotearoa, e
‘whakatau ake i te whakaae kia korero Maori i te.
koti ahakoa mema koti ranei, e whakata | Te
Komihana Mo Te Reo Maori

Ahua: Ture o naianel

1987

taua wa tonu

1991

Ture Tirti 0 Waitangi
Ture Reo Rotarota.

Ko te Ture Reo Maori 1987 te ture whaka i Te Taura Whil | te Reo Maori. Ka whakamanahia-a-ture i te Here-turi-koka o 1987. E toru ona kaupapa:

+ Kawhakatd e reo Maori hel reo mana-a-ture mo te motu nel o Aotearoa.
« Kei nga Koti, kel nga Komihana uiui me nga Taraipiunara, e whakatau ake ana tenei ture | te whakaae Kia korero Maor  te koti ahakoa mema Koti

ranel, ko wai ake ranel o te koti, Kaituku korero, kaiawhina ranel.
+ Kawhakatd ra hoki i Te Taura Whiri i te Reo Maori. Ko ta Te Taura Whiri he whakatairanga | te reo Maori me nga kaupapa reo; he hikiniki taumata mo
te twhituhi me te korero i te reo, ara ma te ara romaki, ma te whakamatautau reo, ma te niureta ia toru marama e kia nei He Muka, a, me nga korero

tautoko

hunga e wha el

Tohutoro [takata | takata potake
« C. Barlow, Tikanga Whakaaro. Tamaki-makau-rau, Oxford, 1991
« M. Bartlet, Takaha Te Reo Maorilc2" Saflent, 24 Hongongoi 2006.

Hoto ki waho | takata | takata patake |
 Te Ture Reo Maori 1987  (reo Pakeha)

lllus. 6: The Maori Language Act 1987 on the Maori-language Wikipedia.
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entries of varied lengths and standards. Significantly, the
majority of entries fall under specific categories such as
places (comprising 75% of content) and numbers (12%).
Other entries include chemical symbols, plants, global
languages (reo), iwi (tribal groups), and marae (it refers to
Maori meeting house on Wikipedia). Notably, the plant
section contains 431 entries labeled under “C” for rattan
palms, all listed by their Latin names, which may be the
result of either errors or deliberate choices to sustain
language use on the platform. The term “reo” (language)
has been expanded significantly, adding 115 new entries,
while “Ngati” (a term used in iwi names) features in 647
entries and “‘Marae” appears in 22.

Despite the extensive vocabulary it offers, the Maori-
language Wikipedia lacks detailed content, limiting the
depth of knowledge for users who want to acquire about
the Maori culture and language. However, it operates
independently of any governmental oversight, relying on
volunteers who are driven by a commitment to promote
the Maori language. The level of language used is
generally of medium level. While it makes the content
more accessible to users, it may also compromise
advanced description of Maori topics.

Currently, Maori-language Wikipedia lacks coverage
of cultural topics. There is a tendency for topics and content
to be repeated and similar, and many articles lack depth and
insights. It may be that editors tend to fill in existing
templates rather than create a new and enriched piece.

Conclusion

While the Maori-language Wikipedia is a valuable
resource for those interested in the language, its potential is
limited by its uncentralized management and variable
quality of entries. By improving the depth and accuracy of
information, it could become a more comprehensive tool
for both learners and fluent speakers.

During the data collection process, there was no
literature specifically discussing the Maori-language
Wikipedia. Thus, it is necessary to conduct interviews with
Wikipedia administrators and editors to gain a better
understanding of their editing process. Additionally, the
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Ranginui Walker

tuhipanui ~ Korerohia ke View history Papa taputapu v

No Whakatohea te kaumatua nei, a Ranginul Walker. He kaiwhakaako 0 mua o Te Whare Wananga o Tamaki-makau-fau.
C(’T{JJ "He maramara noa iho tenei tuhipénui. Tirohia nga tikanga whakapai mo ténei paetukutuku reo Méori. Mdu pea e tépii 6tahi Korero<? Kia taroa
ake?

Wahanga: Maramara | Kalako | Tangata o Aotearoa

lllus. 7: Depiction of Ranginui Walker.
B15 - Ranginui WalkerfUiREEHEEER] ©
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Illus. 8: Depiction of Months and Dates on the Maori-language Wikipedia.
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Wikipedia does not seem to be the primary resource for
Maori people learning the language. If there were
opportunities for government funding and assistance, the
Maori-language Wikipedia would be a valuable resource
for language learners and could serve as a primary avenue

for language revitalization.
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