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The natural environment has made the religious
worship of the Austronesian people very diverse. There
are more than hundreds of types of beliefs, and the
beliefs of the tribes next door may be different. Besides
deities, ancestors and spirits are the most common.
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In Papua New Guinea, elves mainly represent the power of nature.
Since there is no specific form, their statues are usually different
from those of people, or have peculiar faces and size ratios.
Ancestral spirits are used to present their ancestors. Ancestors are
usually real people who once existed, so the statues of ancestral
spirits are generally closer to the appearance of humans.
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The primitive religious beliefs of the Polynesians
emphasized Animism, believing that everything in
the world has a soul and possesses divine powers,
such as the god of the wind, the god of the forest,
the god of the sea, and the god of war.
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Like most religious beliefs that visualize gods, there are
also gods in Polynesian culture, of which the Tiki statue
is best known. The Moai Statue on Easter Island in
Chile is Tiki. What does Tiki mean? In Polynesian
mythology, it is the ancestor of mankind, but it has now
become synonymous with totem pole carving.
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Also known as Cargo Cults, when worshipers
see foreign advanced technological items,
they will worship them as gods.
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The most famous is the “John Frum Church” of Vanadu Tanna
Island. During World War I, the U.S. military established a military
base on Tana Island to provide supplies to local residents in addition
to its own use. Therefore, the aborigines regard the U.S. military as
a god and the U.S. military equipment as a religious totem.
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Ina (Hina/Ina) is a very interesting goddess, from the aborigines
of Taiwan to Polynesia, she exists. It can be regarded as a
research reference for the same origin of the Austronesian
language family.
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In Tahiti, Ina, the goddess of the moon and fish, watches over
nocturnal sea travelers. In other islands and Taiwan, Ina‘s
priesthood is also related to night and life. In other islands,
Ina's priesthood has an obvious inheritance relationship.
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Io Matua Kore is often seen as the supreme
being in Polynesian mythology, and among
the Maori as a sort of Christian “God” The
presence.
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In traditional Maori beliefs, concepts such as sacred(tapu),
non-divine(noa), authority(mana) and spirit(wairua) govern
daily Maori daily life, in conjunction with the presence of

Christian teachings. Makes the Maori the least conflicted
Austronesian language group in the process of adopting
Christianity. Today, many Christian rituals have been
integrated into the daily life of the Maori.
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