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The Kula Ring gum

The Kula Ring covers roughly the entire island of New Guinea.
It is a trading activity for residents of the Melanesian Islands
and is mainly popular in Papua New Guinea. In fact, every

aspect of the life of the local residents is closely linked to Kula.
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This transaction does not use cash, but the precious objects that
you own. Mainly the exchange of shell arm bracelets (mwali)
and collars (soulava). This is accompanied by the exchange of
other gifts and the trade of goods.
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Armbands (mwali) are gifts given to
other islands, and those who receive
gifts after a period of time must give
them a collar (soulava) as a gift in
return. Island and island to establish the
relationship of the Kura partnership.
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Such exchanges are limited to Kula
partners. Kura partners are island-
ers of different tribes with Kura
relationship, which is a relatively
stable relationship that will not be
destroyed once established.
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Kula items have no monetary value and cannot be
converted into other consumer goods. In addition to size
and finesse, it is more valued for its history, as well as the
story and glory of its former owner. Those who receive
them keep them for a while and then pass them on.
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The real meaning of the trade is not just armbands and
collars, but the difficult voyage to tell each other: "You
are important to us, worth the journey across the ocean;
the reason you are important is because our family is
connected to each other. "
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In the kula ring, it is easy to give, but difficult to receive,

1 Y because what you receive is also responsibility and obligation.

V ' Iebloyge The point is to bring people from different islands together, one
» ° ?ﬁsﬁr%; must be ready to receive fellow Kura from afar, provide food

and shelter, and every effort must be made to maintain that
connection; the gift of objects symbolizes all of this.
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Such a relationship connects the islanders of various nearby islands, and is passed on one
by one among a series of island Kura partners in a continuous cycle. The ring network
formed by the bracelets and necklaces exchanged on the way forms a vast Kura trading
circle. However, Kula is not an economical transaction, but a network intertwined with
the nature of reciprocity and reciprocity, and the routes it travels through.
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/ Forestry um

Solomon Islands tropical rainforest covers 86.4% of
the country and are rich in Begonias, Longan trees, etc.
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Timber exports accounted for 55% of total export
revenue. The main exports are logs and processed Vietnam India China
products, including furniture, plywood and flooring. FTE] 2153 hH
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In recent years, illegal logging has worsened in response to
massive demand from China. The total length of the logging road
is over 12,000 kilometers, which can circle Taiwan 10 times.
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Solomon Islands has attempted to check
unscrupulous loggers through forestry
laws and other related legislation.
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With deforestation, the endemic
species of the Solomon Islands
are becoming increasingly rare.
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L However, due to the inefficiency of law enforcement,
collusion between officials and businessmen, and the lack
of a verification mechanism for the import and export of
forest trees, there are stil many ilegal logging.
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In most of the Pacific countries, the primary industry is
agriculture. Many of the Pacific islanders work the land with a
wide variety of agricultural practices, providing many of their
daily needs and some of their income. The main produce from
the Pacific islands is copra or coconut, while sugar, palm oil,
cocoa and coffee are also commonly seen in the area.
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Dried Copra
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Sugar 1

Sugarcane probably originated
in New Guinea, while sugar
plantations in the Pacific island
countries began in the 19th
century. Sugar production has
been an important economic
activity in some places in the
Pacific, especially in Fiji.
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Copra B%Z
It was in the mid 1800s that the process of making soap
from coconut oil was discovered. It then became a major
trade item of the Pacific islands. Oil was later replaced by
copra, which was used for the manufacturing of soap and
margarine. For more than 100 years, the copra trade contin-
ued to play an important role in the islands' economy.
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The sugar industry has been the

backbone of the Fiji economy for more

than a century, providing employment

for many people, and remains vital to

the country’s economy until today.
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Modern Fisheries in the Pacific Islands
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The three islands of Micronesia, Melanesia, and Polynesia
scattered in the Pacific Ocean are rich in fishery resources. They
have a large area of sea areas and fishery "exclusive economic
zones" (EEZ), covering an area of 30 million square kilometers.
The vast sea area and abundant fishery resources make commercial
fishing and the "access fees" that allow other countries to fish
commercially become important income for these countries.
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sphere. GUANO was mined on islands off the
Pacific coast of Central and South America and,
from the 1860s, mining had been established on
several islands scattered through the Pacific.
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Guano is the accumulated powder-dry deposits of

> 7’ seabird droppings over centuries. Named from
- >umn - the Peruvian huanu, guano was first exploited in
> / the Pacific islands just off the coast of Peru in the

early 1800s.
In recent years, due to disputes over bilateral fishery agree- BRECEMNRODESIHTY - LB EICHRRE -
ments, the rise of environmental awareness, and the rise of the Guano—FREME R{ERBhuanu » 18005 F A
concept of "SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT", countries BINBNAF +BIRE RBR[REGHGIR y
have begun to sign "multilateral fishery treaties" with import-
ant commercial fishing countries (the U.S., Japan, China,

Taiwan, etc.). To harmonize capture and entry fees. There are Nickel s used in many industrial and
e also examples such as the Marshall Islands, where commercial consumer products, including stainless steel,
fishing of sharks is banned in the entire waters of the country. magnets, coinage, rechargeable batteries,
FEFRRA SRR RENLGIERERAE T RERE, B electric guitar strings, microphone capsules.
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New Caledonia has been mostly mineral based. The
country is the world’s 4th largest producer of nickel ore.
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etc., which are the main force of commercial fishing. Another
high-value fishery income that deserves attention is the capture of
marine ornamental fish. Because Micronesia, Melanesia, and
Polynesia are mainly composed of coral reef islands and igneous reef
islands, they are rich in ornamental fish resources. Exports mainly
come from Southeast Asia, Fiji, and Hawaii and other places, all over
the three island groups. However, a large number of ornamental fish
fishing has caused the destruction of the ecosystem, which indirectly
affects the sustainable development of economic fish species.
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New Caledonia has 1/4 of the world’s nickel resources.
Exploitation began in the 1870s. Up to 1939, nickel was
sold to France and Belgium. Japan and Germany also
took large quantities of crude nickel ore.
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Because New Caledonian nickel is low grade, it has to
be delivered to Noumea for refining and export. The
Société le Nickel (SLN) controlled the only refinery and
the largest mines.
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