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dve grown up in city since I was little. I only
went back to my tribe on summer
vacation. Therefore, I speak Taiwanese and
Chinese more fluently than aboriginal
language. I felt nothing wrong with this until I
came back to work in my tribe.

My new job needed to communicate with
elders a lot, however, I could barely speak
aboriginal language. That is the moment I
realize how important it is to speak my own
language. So I asked my mother to teach me
some basic daily dialogues. Since then I've
been back to my tribe for more than a decade
but I still stayed at basic level. When the
Master-Apprentice program started, my mom,
my sister and me joined it. I feel fulfilled when
my grades getting higher after weekly quiz.
Furthermore, my family turns out to speak
mother tongue more frequently and we even
sing some traditional songs with my grandma
sometimes.

After few months of studying, I feel the
burden of passing on our language and culture.
I’m so proud to be a Kongadavane people.
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Dredrase.Paolithi lives in
Kongadavane, Maolin District,
Kaohsiung. She is working in Maolin Health center as a
nurse. Aboriginal Language Proficiency: High-intermediate
level.

Editor’s note

Kongadavane live in Maoling District,
Kaohsiung City with less than 600
people. The participants of this program
are comprised mainly of the youth who
just returned home and partly the elders
who speak fluently but lack literacy
proficiency. Due to this fact, the classes
were designed as the part-time mode that
it took only 40 hours every moth. There
are two classes this year, the beginner
class and the advanced class. The author
is in the advanced class. This project
initiated in August, 2018. She passed the
High-Intermediate level of the Aboriginal
Language Proficiency Test at the end of
the year.
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