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University of the South Pacific, Fiji

Senior Fellow, Pacific Institute of Advanced Studies in Development and Govemnance,
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Dr. Ropate Qalo

Dr. Qalo is a former Head of the School of Social
and Economic Development at the University of the
South Pacific. He holds a BA from the University of the
South Pacific, Master of Social Science from the
University of Birmingham in UK and a PhD from the
Australian National University. He is an Associate
Professor in Sociology in the Faculty of Arts and Law
and is one of the most senior indigenous Fijian
academics. He has been engaged in academic
administration, teaching, consultancies and community
outreach. His areas of expertise are social theory,
social administration, indigenous entrepreneurship and
public sector reform. He has been an advisor to a
number of government and educational institutions and
is deeply involved in grassroots community projects
relating to rural farming modeling, village governance
and rural development. Dr Qalo is also a prominent
commentator on social and political issues in Fiji.

For a number of years controversy over
indigenous Fijian entrepreneurship centered largely on
the ethnic stereotype that indigenous Fijians culture is

a big barrier to business innovation and success. In
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some of his recent works, Dr. Qalo has
demonstrated that this is largely a myth since there
are many very successful indigenous entrepreneurs
who have been able to engage both modern
entrepreneurial practices and traditional communal

obligation in a successful way.

Dr Jito Vanualailai

Dr. Vanualailai is currently the Head of the
School of Computing, Information and Mathematical
Sciences at the University of the South Pacific. He
completed his Bachelor of Sclence at the University
of the Scuth Pacific, Masters in Engineering at the
Ryukyus University in Japan and a PhD at the Kobe
University also in Japan. His area of expertise is in
robotics mathematics. Vanualailai is the first
indigenous Fijian to graduate with a PhD in
mathematics. After graduating he was offered a job
at the University of the South Pacific and after 3
years became Head of the Depariment of
Mathematics.

Today Dr. Vanualailai heads a young and
dynamic team of intemational mathematical and IT
scholars which provides expert advice and
consultancy for companies, governments and other
organizations in the Pacific region. They are
responsible for providing the theoretical and

professional conceptualization of IT development
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and expansion in the Pacific, especially those
countries associated with the University of the South
Pacific.

Dr. Vanualailai is originally from Vanua Levu,
Fiji's second largest island. He is very active in
promoting mathematics amongst young people in
schools using more innovative and interesting
methods. He was bom in Suva and spent all his
early education in the capital city before going to
Japan for further studies. Naturally he is very fluent

in Japanese.

Dr. Steven Ratuva

Dr. Ratuva is a Senior Fellow in governance at
the Pacific Institute of Advanced Studies in
Development and Governance, University of the
South Pacific. Previous to that he was a fellow in the
Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies at the
Australian National University as well as visiting
fellow at the University of New South Wales. He was
also visiting scholar at the Australian Center for
Defense and Strategic Studiss as well as the Deakin
University. He studied at the University of the South
Pacific, University of Oporty (Portugal) and the
University of Sussex (UK) where he gained his PhD.
He is a political scciologist with expertise in

indigenous politics and governance, affirmative
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action, ethnicity, conflict and conflict resolution,
sociological theory and philosophy. He has published
widely in these areas. His latest book, co-edited with
Aroha Mead of Victoria University of Wellington in
2006, is called Pacific Indigenous Intellectual
Property Rights and Genetic Material,

He has been a consultant for a number of
interational organizations such as the UNDP, Asian
Development Bank, ILO, International Ocean
Institute, Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, European
Union, etc. He is a leading political commentator on
Fiji and Pacific politics and is resource person for
national, regional and international media
organizations and in addition he provides briefings
for intemational and regional organizations as well as

foreign embassies based in Suva, the capital of Fiji.

Dr. Unaisi Naboho-Baba

Dr. Unaisi Baba comes from the province of
Tailevu on the main island of Viti Levu not far away
from the capital, Suva. Traditionally she comes from
a clan known for their warrior spirit. She is currently a
lecturer in Dr Unaisi Baba comes from the province
of Tailevu on the main islands of Viti Levu not far
away from the capital, Suva. Traditionally she comes
from a clan known for their warrior spirit. She is

currently a lecturer in education with the Department
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of Education at the University of the South Pacific. Her
PhD thesis from the University of Auckland in New
Zealand and was on indigenous knowledge and
research. In the thesis she argued that t0 be able to
understand the Fijian psyche and socio-cultural
system, one must use a research methodology which
is based on the Fijian "vanua" (people) epistemology.
She carried out her research in her own village, talking
to people, observing their ways of thinking, feeling,
acting, behaviour and how they deal with the outside
world.

Dr. Baba graduated with a BA and MA in education
from the University of the South Pacific and for a long
time was a school teacher in various schools in Fiji.
She also taught at the Fiji Institute of Advanced
Studies.

In addition to her academic work she is also a
respected advisor on education and development for
her community. She has been involved in a number of
community projects dealing with women
empowerment, rural development and adult education

in collaboration with a number of community groups.

Dr. Miliakere Kaitani
Dr. Miliakere Kaitani is originally from the outer
islands of the Lau Group. Her PhD research was in

demography, and specifically on the sexual behaviour
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of Fijian men. Dr. Kaitani's PhD was from the
Australian National University where she also
completed her MA. Her BA was from the University of
the South Pacific. Dr. Kaitani's research has largely
revolved around the issue of sexuality, HIV and social
demography. She has also done work on the influence
of religion in people's sexual behaviour and perception
in Fiji.

Currently, Dr. Kaitani is an Assistant Lecturer in
the Center for Development Studies at the University
of the South Pacific. She teaches research methods to
new post-graduate students and alsc helps in other
courses. She has done consultancy for the Secretariat
of the Pacific Community and some NGOs in Fiji.
Apart from her expertise in demography, Dr. Kaitani
also has interest in community welfare and projects.

Before going abroad for further studies, Dr.
Kaitani was a school teacher. Apart from being an
academic, Dr. Kaitani is also involved in a
transportation business with her husband. She's also
a commentator on reproductive issues for the media

and advisor on sexuality to a number of organizations.

Dr. Akanisi Kedrayate
Dr. Kedrayate is an educationist with a PhD from
the University of New England in Australia and a

Master in Education from the University of Glasgow in
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Scotland. She is originally from the province of
Tailevu where she spent most of her childhood days
before coming to Suva for secondary education.
She worked as a primary school teacher and later
worked as an education officer with the Ministry of
Education before going abroad for further studies.

Her areas of expertise are primary school
curriculum development, educational innovation
and community/adult education. She is currently the
Associate Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Law and
Chair of the Fiji National Reconciliation Council.

Dr. Kedrayate has been actively involved in
community outreach activities such as conflict
resolution, peace-building and social development.
She is also involved with numerous NGOs and
advisor to a number of organizations in Fiji and the
Pacific. Amongst these, she is President of the Fiji
Assoclation of Women Graduates. This
organization attempts to bring together women
graduates of all ethnic groups in Fiji to promote
gender equality and address socio-economic issues
of vulnerable women. She's also heavily involved
with church matters as a senior lay preacher and

church organizer.

Dr. Kesala Senlloll
Dr. Seniloli completed her PhD at the

Australian National University and is currently the

ZAEN(N)

FTHRRAREL ~ BB AT
ABHEET - ol S RBES - AT
AEFDRET » NEB RS PR
iR/ N2ER - REEIBEFHEER
BER ' RLEZRE -

HNERABRNERERE - &
BRIFNHBEREART - RERMAT
HFABEMEHRRERE  LIRFE
BRERNEESEERE -

MU EREIEEESREAN
A EBATEE) » LN BRI - MENF
SEMRRR - MIhBIIREFFERER -
AR AT i B — Lok AR
Hep - R EELMAREREHEN
BER 2B EEREXRERRNK
MABERELUEFMAFENRES
BFE T EEE - it BB R
B BEFEREREEANRES
AT -

Dr. Kesaia Seniloli

&R - BIERFEL

BRENS T RENERAREL

73



74

JRiE REnERE

coordinator of the Demography program at the
University of the Scuth Pacific. She completed her
BA and MA at the University of the South Pagcific.
She is from a traditional chiefly family in the province
of Tailevu. Her areas of research include
reproductive systems, demographic change and
patterns of sexuality amongst the Pacific people.
She has carried out extensive consultancies and
research for regional and natiocnal institutions,
governments and organizations on these issues.
She is currently working on a number of regional
projects, some of which are short term and some
long term.

Before becoming an academic she was a
school teacher and she taught in a number of
secondary schools around Fiji. She taught
geography and soclal science before pursuing
further education through a Fiji government
scholarship.

Dr.Seniloli has been involved in community
outreach activities relating to community
empowerment and welfare. She has been a member
of the Fiji Election Boundary Commission for a
number of years and has also been involved in a lot
of community projects in her province and parts of
Fiji. Part of her community outreach activity is
advising health and government officials on

population control and statistical demography.
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Dr. Tevita Voro

Dr. Voro completed his PhD and Master of
Science in Chemistry at the University of East Anglia
in England. His did his Bachelor of Science at the
University of the South Pacific. He is currently a
lecturer in Chemistry at the University of the South
Pacific after a short stint at the Fiji School of
Medicine. Dr Voro taught in a number of secondary
schools for a number of years before going for further
studies.

He was born in Vanua Levu, the second largest
island in Fiji and spent his primary school days in the
village before going to Viti Levu, the main island for
further education and work. He studied at the Queen
Victoria School near Suva for his secondary
education.

Dr. Voro's research is in the area of organic
chemistry, in particular locking at some traditional
natural products such as kava and various medicinal
fruits and leaves. He has been part of a team looking
at the scientific value and constituents of kura, a
popular traditional medicine in the Pacific, now sold
internationally in the commercial market.

Dr. Voro travels a lot around the region as part of
his research. He Is also part of some regional

research networks in the Pacific.
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Dr. Joeli Veitayaki

Dr. Veitayaki was born on the island of Gau, in
the Lomaiviti Group of islands. His PhD was in the
area of marine studies at the Australian National
University. He did both his MA and BA in
geography at the University of the South Pacific.
Dr. Veitayaki spent his early childhood days in his
village and later spent his secondary and
university education in Suva, the capital city.

Currently he is the Associate Dean of the
Faculty of Ocean and Islands and also head of the
marine studies program. His areas of research
expertise are in traditional methods of fishing in
Fiji, marine resource conservation and integration
of marine disciplines into a holistic approach.

Over the years he has been very active in
developing community marine projects in various
parts of Fiji and the Pacific. One of his main
research and outreach foci is on how rural village
communities can use their locally available sea
resources to enhance their productivity and
improve the quality of their way of life. Many
people in Fiji have benefited a lot from his
projects.

Dr. Veitayaki has extensive research and
consultancy links internationally and he travels
quite regularly to promote the marine studies
program at USP especially given the fact that it is

now promoted as a center of excellence.
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Dr. Tupeni Baba

Dr.Tupeni Baba completed his PhD in
education at the University of New England in
Australia and for a long time taught at the
University of the South Pacific until he resigned to
join politics. He was also regisirar of the University
of the South Pacific as well as Head of the School
of Education. In 1987 he was Minister for Education
until the government was overthrown in a military
coup. Again in 1999 he was Deputy Prime Minister
and a year later the government he was part of was
removed in another coup.

He joined the University of Auckland later as
Senior Fellow at the Center for Pacific Studies
before coming back to Fiji. He was nominated a
Senator by the government after the June elections
2006 until the coup in December of the same year.

Dr. Baba has disengaged himself from public
duties and is now concentrating on consultancies.
His original areas of expertise are in public
education, curriculum development, educational
policies and the politics of education. He has been
a consultant and advisor for a number of
international, regional and national organizations
and institutions. Apart from being a politician and
academic he has been involved In numerous
community projects on development and social

advancement.
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