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Lighting Up the Stage for Austronesian Forum Speakers

The first day of the forum was jumpstarted by back-to-
back discussions on enhancing the Austronesian perspectives
on globalization, where Dr. Hao-Li Lin explained how the
vastly sprawling Austronesian language family facilitated
international trade, settlement patterns, political system, and
various subsistence practices. Dr. Jack Hua of Splendid
Marketing Ltd. recounted how his roots in the Paiwan tribe
inspired him to revolutionize cross-domain collaborations
between the tribal communities, government, and small-to-
medium enterprises. He also emphasized how resonating with
one’s tribe is pivotal in marketing indigenous products. One of
the chosen speakers for this event, Mr. Felix Yen, Guam
Affairs Director, promoted the Chamorro culture and stressed
that designing indigenous-centered tourism products and
incorporating the local communities' core values are central to
a more active and participatory tourism program.
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Enhancing Participation by Community
Immersions

Beyond the small-group discussions and lectures at
the 2022 Austronesian Forum, the participants also
visited the Puyuma and Kasavakan indigenous
communities for an authentic social experience to create
awareness of various social issues, including the need for
indigenous youth's homecoming and preservation of
indigenous knowledge. In the Pinuyumayan’s
community, the trainees were welcomed with traditional
flower-wreathed crowns and millet wine, experienced
the hunting prowess of the locals through archery, and
reminisced about the traditional millet planting and
harvesting methods and coming-of-age ceremonies by
the young men in the tribe.

‘Where Music, Arts, and Film Inspire Ingenuity
Driven by the desire to showcase the musicality,
ingenuity, richness, and cultural creativity of the
Austronesian peoples, each participant proudly
displayed their cultural heritage through their national
attires, dances, and songs at the Austronesian Forum's
Cultural Night. The night was filled with polyphonic
harmonies and tribal dances by Taiwan's Amis, Rukai,
Pinuyumayan, Paiwan, Atayal, Tsou, Bunun, and
Kanakanavu groups. The graceful performances of the
Teube dance from the Solomon Islands, the Philippines'
Carifnosa (meaning "romantic" or "affectionate"), and
the lively beat of Fatele of the Tuvaluans matched with
head garlands, armbands, and colorful traditional skirts
showcased musical diversity among the Austronesians.
The vigorous movements from the Haka Ka Mate Ka
Mate Maori war chant lyrics and lively "roro" chant
entitled Nijirto Nijirto, a traditional Marshallese
navigation chant, were performances of the night.
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Sowing the Seeds of Future Leaders

The 2022 Austronesian Forum provided a platform
to drive and inspire the next generation of indigenous
leaders. It was a testament to the rich and diverse cultures
of the Austronesian family while simultaneously
providing an avenue to deliberate current issues and
obstacles facing the Austronesian people. The future lies
in the hands of the youth leaders, who are tasked with
challenging the rhetoric and non-inclusive ideologies—to
ensure that the council governing indigenous affairs
would consist of members of the indigenous
communities. The 2022 Austronesian Forum brought
together eminent researchers, artists, and youth leaders
who will serve as innovators and frontrunners in
revitalizing the living culture and indigenous traditions
for attaining sustainable and diplomatic international
affairs.
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