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This photograph is taken during an edit-a-thon held in 26 April 2019 at the University of the Philippines Visayas Tacloban College in partnership
with the Division of Humanities of the University of the Philippines Visayas Tacloban College.
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A forum discussing Waray Wikipedia at University of the Philippines Visayas Tacloban College at Tacloban City, Leyte, Philippines on 21
November 2014 with students and professors. [Photo by JinJian - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0]
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used in one of the Philippine-language based editions
of Wikipedia — the Waray Wikipedia. Wikipedia is a
free and online encyclopedia that anyone can use,
distribute and edit. In Waray Wikipedia, information
is written in the Waray language by volunteers, from
a neutral point of view and obtained from
independent, reliable and verifiable sources. Just like
any language editions of Wikipedia, Waray
Wikipedia can be accessed with or without internet
connection. During 2018, Waray Wikipedia has been

accessed online in an average of 202,856 times daily.

Cooperation with the government and the people
Activities such as fora and edit-a-thons are being
conducted in cooperation with local government

units, private organizations, government employees’
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Waray Wikipedia edit-a-thon at Philippine Science High School Eastern Visayas Campus, Palo, Leyte, Philippines on 10 March 2017 with
students. [Photo by JinJian - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0]
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organizations and educational institutions to
continuously increase the appreciation for Waray
Wikipedia as well as to improve its contents through: (a)
informing the public about Waray Wikipedia including
how it works and how to use it properly, (b)
encouraging individuals and organizations to enhance
Waray Wikipedia, and (c) further developing Waray
Wikipedia by adding content and improving existing
information. Fora are simple gatherings wherein
information about Wikipedia especially Waray
Wikipedia are disseminated to the participants through
presentations and open forum. Edit-a-thons are activities
where participants contribute to Waray Wikipedia, as
well as other Wikipedia-related projects, by adding
content and improving existing information.

Since 2014, the Sinirangan Bisaya Wikimedia

Community, a community of volunteers in the
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1st Waray Wikipedia Edit-a-thon (2014,

Calbayog City in Samar)
SEENAREMEERRHRIEIR (20145

RIERE R ESHET)

Name / Type of Organization or

Institution
BT AR EERE

Maharlika Writers and Artists Federation
(private organization)
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Wikimedia Philippines?®
THERE RIS

REBEERIER

Wikimedia Projects' improved and

Characters contributed?

EM IR R

Waray Wikipedia — 23,894 characters
FEREEHEREER : 283,804

Forum with faculty and students (2014,
Tacloban City in Leyte)

I ESEBEERE (2014F SR EE
EEmEET)

University of the Philippines Visayas
Tacloban College (educational
/nS/u/on)

JHEEKNVRIASZBEEE (A5
HiE)

Wikimedia Philippines?®
JHEEHEEIRES

Increased awareness and appreciation
for Waray Wikipedia and related
projects
EHNAEHEERRRAARETER
BEREEUIRE

2nd Waray Wikipedia Edit-a-thon (2015,
Tacloban City in Leyte)
F_ERAREHEEE SR (20155
RISEEBERaTHET)

National Press Club — Tacloban (private
organization)
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Wikimedia Philippines®
JHEFHEEIRES

Waray Wikipedia — 30,703
characters

IRREMHEER) : 38708F

2015 Waray Wikimedia Forums at Greater

Tacloban (2015, Tacloban City in Leyte)

2015 F A E B AR AR IR g mIE
(2015 F RIS RIE RS T)

Philippine Association of Court

Interpreters (PHILACI) (government
employees’ organization

JERBEBUEERE (PHILACI)
(EFTESH#E)

PHILACI, private donor
Pj;—HLACI ~ E—RERE
B

Increased awareness and
appreciation for Waray Wikipedia
and related projects _

A MR EE R R AERAGTERY
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4th Waray Wikipedia Edit-a-thon (2015,
Catarman in Northern Samar)
SEIENAREEERRHRIE (20155
RILERE-FEE (Barh) 247)

Junior Chamber International Philippines
(JCI) Catarman Cocoking (private
organization)

JFEEJC (HESFEE) (BE
A1)

Private donor

REHEED

Waray Wiktionary? — 427
characters

English Wikivoyage® — 26,592
characters

EREEMERER - 4275
SHEEDES : 2886,692F

3rd Waray Wikipedia Edit-a-thon (2015,
Catbalogan City in Samar)
SBERNAREMEERRHRIER (20165
FRIESREIEEFETEET)

Catbalogan City government (local
government unit,

DFERETRERE (HTENTHE)

Catbalogan City
government, private
donors
DIfEEETHBET ~ KE
Eiz 1)

Waray Wikipedia - 26,127
characters "
RZRFEHER BT : 2886,127%

5th Waray Wikipedia Edit-a-thon (2016,
Guiuan in Eastern Samar)
SBRERAREMEEDRHRIEIR (20165
REERERE (Bam) 287)

Municipal government of Guiuan (local
government unit)

RETHBUT (HoErTH#E)

Municipal government
of Guiuan, private

donors
RETHEE - RS

Waray Wikipedia — 4,386
characters

Waray Wiktionary* — 4,630
characters

EUFSEMEEER © 43865
RZRFEHERSTH : 4,630F°

6th Waray Wikipedia Edit-a-thon (2016,

Tacloban City in Leyte)

S VEMNAREEE SRR (20165
SEEREEEMEET)

University of the Philippines Visayas
Tacloban College (educational
institution,

FFRERIFIABBEEER (5
#iE)

Private donors

REHEED

Waray Wikipedia — 66,354
characters

RIARFEHERERY : 6586,3545

5th Waray Wikimedia Forum (2017,
Tacloban City in Leyte)
%EFE&K%%EE&E%W@ (20174ERR
TEEEEEEHET)

Association of Government Information
Officers (AGIO) of Eastern Visayas
Region (government employees’
organization)

EAXDEMIEAGIO (BUNEART
2) (HrTESHER)

AGIO, private donor
AGIO ~ KRS#EED

Increased awareness and
appreciation for Waray Wikipedia
and related projects B

It RLRAEAEE R R AERASTERY
BEREEUIRE

7th Waray Wikipedia Edit-a-thon (2017,
Palo in Leyte)
FETERNAEHEERRHRIEN (20174
SIEEERE (Bar) £47)

Philippine Science High School —
Eastern Visayas Campus (educational
institution)

SHEEMNBMBERKVEIE (5
#E)

Private donors

REHEED

Waray Wikipedia — 204,728
characters

FARFEHERER : 2084,728F

8th Waray Wikipedia Edit-a-thon (2018,
Tacloban City in Leyte)

5/ \ERAREMEE R RHRIEIR (20185
NSl )

University of the Philippines Visayas
Tacloban College (educational
/ﬂsm/on)

FHREEKVRINSEBEEES (A5
%)

Private donors

REHEED

Waray Wikipedia — 145,959
characters .
FAREEAERER - 1455,950F

9th Waray Wikipedia Edit-a-thon (2019,

Tacloban City in Leyte)

ENENAREHEER PRI (20195
RigERBEEMEET)

University of the Philippines Visayas
Tacloban College (educational
institutiol

éﬁ?iﬁ*)/)ﬁﬂkmﬁ B8k (5
#E)

Private donors

REHEED

Waray Wikipedia — 142,487
characters

FAREEHER TR « 1452,487F

1. Wikimedia projects include Wikipedia, Wiktionary and Wikivoyage in all its language editions.
2. Characters contributed is a means to measure enhancement done to Wikimedia projects.

3. Wikimedia Philippines is a recognized affiliate of Wikimedia Foundation in the Philippines during 2010-2017.
4. Waray Wiktionary is a free online dictionary written in Waray that anyone can use, distribute and edit.
5. English Wikivoyage is a free online travel documentation written in English that anyone can use, distribute and edit.
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Philippines engaged in the improvement of Waray
Wikipedia, has been conducting fora and edit-a-
thons with the following organizations and
institutions with the corresponding output and

funding sources:

Offline version offers more convenience

During these activities, offline version of Waray
‘Wikipedia stored in DVDs and thumb drives, the version
that can be accessed even without internet connection, is
distributed to the participants for them to be aware that
information in Waray Wikipedia can still be used and
disseminated even without connecting to the internet.
Like its online version, the offline version of Waray
‘Wikipedia is free to use and to distribute by everyone to
anyone.

Appreciation for Waray Wikipedia as a means to
disseminate information using an indigenous language
greatly aids in organizing and conducting activities to
further enhance the
mentioned language
edition of Wikipedia.

With the continued
use of the Waray
language in Waray
Wikipedia, information
has become more
accessible as well as
easier to understand
because it is written in
the indigenous language

while the language is
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Short presentation highlighting the Waray Wikipedia Projects at Tacloban City, Leyte, Philippines with
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also being preserved ’ some government court interpreters. [Photo by Eileen
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Joseph F. Ballesteros

Joseph F. Ballesteros is active in the Wikimedia movement
since 2004 by contributing to Wikimedia projects such as
Wikipedia, Wikidata, Commons, Wikivoyage and Wiktionary
as well as organizing, conducting and participating in
activities such as meetups, fora, learning sessions, edit-a-
thons, conferences and wiki-takes-a city. He is an
Administrator at the Tagalog Wikipedia. He is an information
technology professional for 25 years.

Belinda T. Bernas-Ballesteros

Belinda T. Bernas-Ballesteros is active in the Wikimedia
movement since 2010 by contributing to Wikimedia
projects such as Wikipedia, Wikidata, Commons,
Wikivoyage, Wiktionary and Wikibooks as well as
organizing, conducting and participating in activities such
as meetups, fora, learning sessions, edit-a-thons,
conferences and wiki-takes-a city. She is a researcher and
statistician for 25 years.

Michael Glen U. Ong

Michael Glen U. Ong is active in the Wikimedia movement
since 2008 by contributing to Wikimedia projects such as
Wikipedia, Wikidata, Commons, Wikivoyage, Incubator,
Wiktionary and Wikinews as well as organizing, conducting
and participating in activities such as meetups, fora,
learning sessions, edit-a-thons, and conferences. He is an
Administrator at the Waray Wikipedia and Coordinator of
the Sinirangan Bisaya Wikimedia Community.He is a
Philippine Certified Public Accountant for 18 years.
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