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is the soul of a
Lan uageculture. However,
as a Kungadavane people, I was ashamed that I
didn’t know how to speak Kungadavane.

I started from the very beginning. I
murmured to the mirror or wall to practice
pronunciation and memorize all the alphabets
for a whole month. And then, comes the
spelling part. Because I made effort on the
pronunciation, I could get into the swing of
things quickly.

We had 3 exams from the Center for Project
Management and Examination committee. It
was the most nervous time because the
contents are unexpected. Sadly, I was the only
one who didn’t pass the final test. I was so
upset but it reminded me to must study harder.

Finally, all of us joined the Aboriginal
Language Proficiency Test. I was surprised that
most of the examination contents were what
we’ve learn for the past few months. I was
confident to do the test. Though I couldn’t
speak fluently now, I still had great
improvement during these months. I hope I
could respond to the elders in Kungadavane
lucidly soon.
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N Gilagilaw Kotalao
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, . N :.. Gilagilaw Kotalao, Kungadavane
1 V- e 5 A 2 Rukai. He was born in and now
R S T A/ INEE, - R EE R o lives in Kungadavane community,
i - : “= Maolin District, Kaohsiung City.

. =] SH V] KL N =l s
%‘ ﬁ% | 2 TR ERIRRERRRE AR L SRR RV He is a substitute teacher of Duona Elementary School and
BMEFENEE » FMhEECAE L - BT the part-time apprentice of the Master-Apprentice program.
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Editor’s note

g Z A BN R 0 12 Kungadavane people are categorized as Rukai,
e B Dbt T kil MY % éEA & NEM&KHE but Kungadavane language and Rukai language are
W oo RBREAFJET KA not mutually intelligible. Kungadavane community is
: B AaXE600A > 3% T  Jocated in Maolin District, Kaohsiung City with less
MAR S RERAKFE 2R than 600 people. Many elders speak Kungadavane,
47%}3?%%777?% L&EMA  put few of them could read and write in
E?Eéﬁ% f %;?%5@;%7 “tEey Kungadavane. The apprentices of this program are
%57 E’”é% B # A comprised mainly of the youth who just returned to
;}Lﬁ?‘j] 5%4‘2%’?5&:":% fi;g ° this hometown and partly the elders who speak
’kmjﬁ%ﬁkﬁmﬁ\‘ F*E]‘yi’ ﬁﬂf‘%‘e‘ fluently but lack literacy proficiency. Due to this
;fj;‘r;&;}ﬁgﬂyf‘m,:;iz fact, the classes were designed as the part-time
s EE R Z%ﬂ;ﬂ;ﬁ : mode that it took only 40 hours every month. There
N 7%75:7 B 3 Gk E are two classes this year, the beginner class and the
7 2 . . .
P advanced class. The author is in the beginner class.
SDIMEIBIREEM - This project initiated in August 2018. He will
participate in the High-Intermediate level of the
Aboriginal Language Proficiency Test at the end of
this year.
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